AUSTRO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT                   243
Faithful to the spirit which has inspired the Treaty of the Triple Alliance, and with a view to defining exactly and by mutual agreement the procedure which the two Allied Cabinets intend to adopt in certain eventualities, we, Duke Avarna and I, [you, with Count Aehrenthal,] have also agreed upon the following:
Each of the two Cabinets binds itself not to conclude with a third Power any agreement whatsoever concerning Balkan questions without the participation of the other Cabinet on a footing of absolute equality; likewise, the two Cabinets bind themselves to communicate to each other every proposition which may be made to the one or to the other by a third Power, running contrary to the principle of non-intervention and tending to a modification of the status quo in the regions of the Balkans or of the Ottoman coasts and islands in the Adriatic and of the Aegean Sea.
It goes without saying that Article VII of the Treaty of the Triple Alliance, which the above provisions only render more specific and complete, remains in force in its entirety.
As to the duration of the engagement which the two Cabinets assume in virtue of the above, it is understood that it shall coincide with that of the Treaty of the Triple Alliance, so that the engagement itself will be implicitly renewed with the renewal of the Triple Alliance.
In conformity with analogous provisions of that Treaty, the two Cabinets mutually promise secrecy as to the engagement they have just entered into; only the Cabinet of Berlin, in its capacity as an Ally, shall be informed thereof by the two Governments without delay.
In order to fix exactly what has been agreed upon in the conferences I have conducted through Duke Avarna [through you] with the Royal [Imperial and Royal] Cabinet, I request you, Mr. Ambassador, to communicate this despatch to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and to leave with him a copy thereof.
Accept, etc. [Accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurance of my high consideration. Signed: GuicciardinL]